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hopes and dreams for the future of 
their country. We have learned on our 
trips that nothing is more important 
for global security than the develop-
ment of human capital, and what bet-
ter example could there be than these 
remarkable girls. 

I want to echo the sentiments of Af-
ghanistan’s First Lady and say to the 
girls, ‘‘Saar Bolan demoom kar deen,’’ 
literally, ‘‘You make us hold our heads 
up high.’’ We are proud of you. 

Mr. Speaker, it is important to re-
member that, when these girls were 
born, women were not allowed to get 
an education in Afghanistan. Now, be-
cause of the bravery of these girls and 
the tireless efforts of their teachers, 
the rest of the world can now see how 
remarkable Afghan women truly are. 

Congratulations on your remarkable 
achievement. 

f 

CHIEF JAMES CARMODY, WYO-
MING, MICHIGAN POLICE DE-
PARTMENT, MICHIGAN POLICE 
CHIEF OF THE YEAR 

(Mr. HUIZENGA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate a humble public 
servant and someone, frankly, I am 
proud to call a friend, Chief James 
Carmody of the Wyoming, Michigan, 
Police Department, who was recently 
named Michigan Police Chief of the 
Year. 

Jim Carmody began his career in 1975 
as a police officer in Port Huron, 
Michigan, where he rose to the rank of 
deputy chief. In 2006, Jim made the de-
cision to join the Wyoming Police De-
partment as chief and call west Michi-
gan home. 

Chief Carmody has led the charge to 
strengthen the relationship between 
police officers and the community that 
they serve, while providing the resi-
dents of Wyoming, Michigan, with top-
notch law enforcement. 

Chief Carmody’s relentless commit-
ment to public safety doesn’t end 
there. He also chairs the Michigan Po-
lice Chiefs’ Traffic Safety Committee 
and was recently appointed to serve on 
the Governor’s Traffic Safety Commis-
sion. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Second 
District of Michigan, I congratulate 
Chief Carmody on being named the top 
Michigan Police Chief for 2016. We 
thank him for his 42—and keep count-
ing—years of service to Michigan and 
to our Nation. 

f 

CONGRATULATING VIRGIN IS-
LANDS WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
TEAM, AND THANKING RAKEEM 
CHRISTMAS AND THE 
CHIRSTIANSTED HILLSIDERS 

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I am 
happy to congratulate the Virgin Is-
lands women’s basketball team on win-
ning the gold medal at the 2017 
Centrobasket Championship and fin-
ishing the tournament with a 4–1 
record. They beat out teams from Mex-
ico, Central America, and the Carib-
bean. 

I particularly want to congratulate 
Natalie Day, who was named MVP, 
with a tournament double-double aver-
age, 18.6 points and 11 rebounds per 
game. 

Good luck to the Virgin Islands wom-
en’s team at the FIBA Women’s 
AmeriCup 2017 in Buenos Aires, Argen-
tina. We are rooting for you. 

I also want to congratulate another 
Virgin Islander, Rakeem Christmas, 
who, for the last 2 years, has played 
center for the NBA’s Indiana Pacers. 

I want to thank Rakeem for return-
ing home to St. Croix repeatedly and 
hosting a series of youth events, and 
for opening a basketball court funded 
by his foundation for the Frederiksted 
Boys and Girls Club. He and other ath-
letes will coach basketball camps on 
St. Thomas and St. Croix this week, 
with the highlight of an all-star com-
petition on St. Croix’s Educational 
Complex. 

Finally, to the Hillsiders, who host 
their annual picnic this weekend, 
thank you so much for continuing the 
tradition of the Hillsiders of Christian-
sted. I will be there to celebrate with 
you as we remember culture and fam-
ily, united in pride and hope. 

f 

RISING MEDICAL PREMIUMS 

(Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, 2 days ago The Washington 
Times published a chart from the De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices showing that medical premiums 
went up 116 percent last year in Ari-
zona, 69 percent in Oklahoma, 63 per-
cent in my home State of Tennessee, 59 
percent in Minnesota, 58 percent in 
Alaska, and on and on and on. 

President Obama promised, if we 
would pass his healthcare bill, that 
people could keep their plans, yet mil-
lions were forced onto ObamaCare be-
cause either their premiums went up 
too high or they lost their insurance 
altogether. He promised that the aver-
age family would save $2,500 a year. It 
has been almost impossible to find any 
family that has saved that $2,500. 

ObamaCare has been great: great in 
making healthcare unaffordable for al-
most every family in America. 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 2910, PROMOTING INTER-
AGENCY COORDINATION FOR RE-
VIEW OF NATURAL GAS PIPE-
LINES ACT; PROVIDING FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 2883, PRO-
MOTING CROSS-BORDER ENERGY 
INFRASTRUCTURE ACT; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 218, KING COVE ROAD LAND 
EXCHANGE ACT; AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES 
Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, by direc-

tion of the Committee on Rules, I call 
up House Resolution 454 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 454 
Resolved, That at any time after adoption 

of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant 
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2910) to pro-
vide for Federal and State agency coordina-
tion in the approval of certain authoriza-
tions under the Natural Gas Act, and for 
other purposes. The first reading of the bill 
shall be dispensed with. All points of order 
against consideration of the bill are waived. 
General debate shall be confined to the bill 
and shall not exceed one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. After general debate 
the bill shall be considered for amendment 
under the five-minute rule. It shall be in 
order to consider as an original bill for the 
purpose of amendment under the five-minute 
rule an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute consisting of the text of Rules Com-
mittee Print 115-28. That amendment in the 
nature of a substitute shall be considered as 
read. All points of order against that amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute are 
waived. No amendment to that amendment 
in the nature of a substitute shall be in order 
except those printed in part A of the report 
of the Committee on Rules accompanying 
this resolution. Each such amendment may 
be offered only in the order printed in the re-
port, may be offered only by a Member des-
ignated in the report, shall be considered as 
read, shall be debatable for the time speci-
fied in the report equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an opponent, 
shall not be subject to amendment, and shall 
not be subject to a demand for division of the 
question in the House or in the Committee of 
the Whole. All points of order against such 
amendments are waived. At the conclusion 
of consideration of the bill for amendment 
the Committee shall rise and report the bill 
to the House with such amendments as may 
have been adopted. Any Member may de-
mand a separate vote in the House on any 
amendment adopted in the Committee of the 
Whole to the bill or to the amendment in the 
nature of a substitute made in order as origi-
nal text. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions. 

SEC. 2. At any time after adoption of this 
resolution the Speaker may, pursuant to 
clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the House 
resolved into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 2883) to establish a 
more uniform, transparent, and modern 
process to authorize the construction, con-
nection, operation, and maintenance of 
international border-crossing facilities for 
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